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House of Representatives, April 21, 2005 
 
The Committee on Education reported through REP. 
FLEISCHMANN of the 18th Dist., Chairperson of the 
Committee on the part of the House, that the substitute bill 
ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
BILINGUAL EDUCATORS.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Section 10-145h of the general statutes is repealed and the 1 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2005): 2 

(a) [On and after July 1, 1999] For the period from July 1, 2005, to 3 
July 1, 2008, the State Board of Education shall require an applicant for 4 
certification as a bilingual education teacher to demonstrate 5 
competency in English and the other language of instruction as a 6 
condition of certification. Competency in English shall be 7 
demonstrated by successful passage of the oral proficiency test in 8 
English and an essential skills test approved by the State Board of 9 
Education. [Competency] Oral and written competency in the other 10 
language shall be demonstrated on an examination, if available, of 11 
comparable difficulty as specified by the Department of Education. If 12 



sHB6678 File No. 493 
 

sHB6678 / File No. 493  2 
 

such an examination is not available, competency shall be 13 
demonstrated by an appropriate alternative method as specified by the 14 
department. 15 

(b) [On and after July 1, 2003] For the period from July 1, 2005, to 16 
July 1, 2008, the State Board of Education shall require persons seeking 17 
to become (1) elementary level bilingual education teachers to be 18 
certified in [elementary education and] (A) bilingual education and 19 
achieve a satisfactory evaluation on the appropriate State Board of 20 
Education approved assessment for elementary education, or (B) 21 
elementary education and have completed six semester hours of credit 22 
in English as a second language course work as approved by the State 23 
Board of Education, and (2) secondary level bilingual education 24 
teachers to be certified in [both the subject area they will teach and in 25 
bilingual education. Such dual certification requirement may be met by 26 
earning a bachelor's degree in one field and meeting the requirements 27 
for an endorsement in the other field] (A) bilingual education and 28 
achieve a satisfactory evaluation on the appropriate State Board of 29 
Education approved subject area assessment, or (B) the subject area 30 
they will teach and have completed six semester hours of credit in 31 
English as a second language course work as approved by the State 32 
Board of Education. Such certificates shall be valid for subject-specific 33 
bilingual education. Certification in elementary bilingual education 34 
shall be valid for grades kindergarten to eight, inclusive, and 35 
certification in secondary subject-specific bilingual education shall be 36 
valid for grades seven to twelve, inclusive. 37 

(c) On and after July 1, [2000] 2005, the State Board of Education 38 
shall require bilingual education teachers holding provisional educator 39 
certificates to meet the requirements of this subsection in order to 40 
qualify for a professional educator certificate to teach bilingual 41 
education. (1) Such bilingual education teachers who teach on the 42 
elementary level shall take fifteen credit hours in bilingual education 43 
and, for those who do not hold an endorsement in elementary 44 
education, fifteen credit hours in elementary language arts, reading 45 
and mathematics. (2) Such bilingual education teachers who teach on 46 
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the [middle or] secondary level shall take fifteen credit hours in 47 
bilingual education and, for those who do not hold the endorsement 48 
for the subject area they teach, fifteen credit hours in the subject matter 49 
that they teach. Such professional educator certificate shall be valid for 50 
bilingual education and the grade level and [content] subject area of 51 
preparation.  52 

(d) For the period from July 1, 2005, to July 1, 2008, the State Board 53 
of Education shall require bilingual education teachers who hold 54 
provisional educator certificates for subject-specific bilingual education 55 
and who do not hold the endorsement in the subject area they are 56 
teaching to meet the requirements of this subsection in order to qualify 57 
for a professional educator certificate to teach bilingual education. (1) 58 
Elementary bilingual education teachers shall complete the course 59 
work requirements necessary for an endorsement in elementary 60 
education. (2) Secondary bilingual teachers shall complete the course 61 
work requirements necessary for an endorsement in the subject area 62 
they teach within the bilingual program. 63 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 July 1, 2005 10-145h 
 
Statement of Legislative Commissioners:  
Clarified language concerning time periods in subsections (a), (b) and 
(d). 
 
ED Joint Favorable Subst.  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: None  

Municipal Impact: None  
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OLR Bill Analysis 
sHB 6678  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
BILINGUAL EDUCATORS 
 
SUMMARY: 
This bill changes various certification requirements for bilingual 
education teachers applying for initial and professional educator 
certificates. The changes remain in effect for three years, from July 1, 
2005 to July 1, 2008. As of July 1, 2008, the bill repeals all special 
statutory requirements for applicants for initial teaching certificates in 
bilingual education. As of the same date, most of the current 
requirements will once again apply to bilingual education teachers 
seeking professional educator certificates. 
 
The bill eliminates a requirement that new bilingual education teachers 
be certified in both bilingual education and either elementary 
education or, if they teach on the secondary level, in the subject they 
teach in the bilingual education program.  Instead, from July 1, 2005 to 
July 1, 2008, the bill requires such teachers to be certified in either (1) 
bilingual education and pass the state teacher competency test in their 
subject or (2) their subject and have taken courses in English as a 
second language.  
 
The bill also specifically requires applicants for initial educator 
certificates as bilingual education teachers to show oral competency in 
English and their other language.  These changes apply from July 1, 
2005 to July 1, 2008.  As of July 1, 2008, the bill eliminates all statutory 
language proficiency requirements for new bilingual education 
teachers. 
 
The bill revises certain special coursework requirements for bilingual 
education teachers to qualify for professional educator certificates. 
These changes apply from July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2008.  As of July 1, 
2008, most of the current law’s requirements will once again be in 
effect for such teachers. Professional is the highest level of State Board 
of Education (SBE)- issued teaching certificate.  Unlike other teaching 
certificates, which become invalid after a specified time, professional 
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certificates are renewable every five years as long as the holder 
completes required hours of professional development. 
 
The bill also makes minor and conforming changes. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2005 
 
INITIAL CERTIFICATION  
 
Special Requirements for Bilingual Education 
 
Under current law, those who apply for initial certification as bilingual 
education teachers must qualify in both bilingual education and either 
elementary education, if they wish to be elementary-level bilingual 
education teachers, or the subject area they will teach, if they seek to be 
secondary-level bilingual education teachers.  The bill eliminates this 
dual certification requirement.  
 
From July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2008, for elementary-level bilingual 
education certification, it requires applicants to be certified in either 
bilingual education or elementary education, and for secondary-level 
teachers in either bilingual education or the subject they will teach.  If 
certified in bilingual education, applicants must also pass the state’s 
teacher competency test (Praxis II) in elementary education, for 
elementary-level teachers, or the subject they will teach, for secondary-
level teachers.  If they are certified in elementary education or a 
subject, they must also have completed six credit hours of SBE-
approved coursework in English as a second language. The bill makes 
the elementary-level bilingual education certificate applicable to 
grades kindergarten to eight and the secondary-level certificate valid 
for grades seven to 12. 
 
The bill eliminates all these special certification requirements for new 
bilingual education teachers as of July 1, 2008. 
 
Language Competency Requirements 
 
Under current law and for an additional three years under the bill, 
applicants for initial bilingual education teaching certificates must 
demonstrate their competency in both English and the other language.  
Under current law, they demonstrate English competency by passing 
the written essential skills test required of all applicants for state 
teaching certificates (Praxis I).  From July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2008, the bill 
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also requires them to pass an oral proficiency test in English.  The bill 
repeals all statutory English competency requirements for new 
bilingual education teachers as of July 1, 2008. 
 
Current law requires applicants to demonstrate competency in the 
other language by passing a test of comparable difficulty to the Praxis I 
in the other language, if available.  If no such test is available, 
applicants must show competency by an alternative method certified 
by the State Department of Education (SDE).  From July 1, 2005 to July 
1, 2008, the bill requires that the applicant demonstrate both oral and 
written competency in the other language.  The bill repeals these 
statutory competency tests in the other language as of July 1, 2008. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Coursework Requirements for All Teachers 
 
Teachers who hold provisional educator certificates must meet certain 
requirements to qualify for professional certificates.  Among them is 
successful completion of 30 credit hours of SBE-approved coursework 
beyond the bachelor’s degree (CGS § 10-145b (j)). 
 
Coursework Requirements for Bilingual Education Teachers 
 
Both current law and the bill impose special coursework requirements 
on bilingual education teachers seeking professional certificates.  
Under current law, their 30 credits of required coursework must 
consist of 15 in bilingual education and, for elementary-level bilingual 
education teachers, 15 in language arts, reading, and math, or, for 
secondary-level bilingual education teachers, 15 in the subject area 
they teach.  
 
From July 1, 2005 through July 1, 2008, the bill eliminates these specific 
coursework requirements for bilingual education teachers who do not 
have an elementary education or subject endorsement. Instead, it 
requires that they complete the coursework requirements for 
endorsements in either elementary education or the subject they teach 
within the bilingual program, as appropriate.  (An endorsement 
specifies the subjects and grades a certified teacher is qualified to 
teach.)   
 
For bilingual education teachers who already have endorsements in 
elementary education or the subject they teach, the bill maintains the 
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current requirement to take 15 credit hours in English as a second 
language. But these teachers will no longer be required take their other 
15 credit in language arts, reading, and math or in the subject area they 
teach. Once the three-year period expires, current specific coursework 
requirements for the other 15 credits will apparently once again apply, 
but only for bilingual education teachers who do not have a subject or 
elementary endorsement.   
 
The bill makes two minor changes in coursework requirements.  First, 
it specifies that the 15 hours of coursework in language arts, reading, 
and math for elementary-level bilingual education teachers must be in 
those subjects at the elementary level.  Second, it eliminates a reference 
to coursework for middle-school-level bilingual education teachers, a 
change that conforms to the bill’s provision making a secondary-level 
certificate valid for grades seven to 12. (But the provision regarding the 
grades for which bilingual certificates are valid applies only until July 
1, 2008.) 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
Education Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Substitute 
Yea 21 Nay 3 

 
 


